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Question 1

The basic issue of this campaign is whether state government 
represents and protects the interests of the vast majority 
of the people - working people, the elderly, the handicapped, 
the poor, women, farmers, children, environmentalists - people 
who today are not getting the representation to which they 
are entitled. In the United States today, and within our 
own state, there are small numbers of people who, because 
of their wealth and power, are able to control both the economic 
and political life of this nation and state. This is not 
simply rhetoric, within our own nation and state, the richest 
people are getting richer, the poorest are becoming poorer 
and the middle class is finding it increasingly difficult 
to maintain their standard of living.

The basic theme of representing the needs and concerns of 
average Vermonters is reflected in the myriad of different 
issues facing Vermonters. These issues include the need for 
tax reform, for lower property taxes, for lower telephone 
and electric rates, for a higher minimum wage, for more affordable 
housing, for access to decent and affordable health care, 
and for expanded and improved human services for the poorest 
and the most vulnerable members of our society.

Question 2

As Governor my three highest priorities will be as follows:

1. Tax Reform - to implement my comprehensive tax reform
and tax relief program which will provide the following:

a. Reduce property taxes for homeowners and renters 
by providing a 20% cut in residential property taxes 
and expand the "Renter Rebate" program to provide
a rebate equivalent to 20% of the property taxes 
tenants pay indirectly through their rent.

b. Stop property tax increases by providing a 20% 
increase ($18 million) in State Aid to Education 
under a reformed state aid formula and by providing 
$12 million in State Revenue Sharing for cities and 
towns to replace Federal Revenue Sharing.

c. Improve state programs by providing an immediate 
10% increase in funding for human services and
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appropria.ti.ng $2 million to help our family farms 
in Vermont.

This program would be financed through progressive taxation 
as follows:

a. Increase the state income tax rate for persons 
with incomes over $50,000 a year to recover 1/3 of 
the combined federal and state income tax cuts over 
the past five years.

b. Increase the state corporate income tax rate
to recover the cut in state taxes due to the federal 
tax cuts in corporate taxes.

c. Establish a state-wide tax on vacation homes 
whereby the local community would receive the taxes 
it would levy on such properties and the state would 
receive the excess taxes up to the average tax rate 
for all of Vermont. (I have provided a $75 credit 
for Vermonters to avoid taxing deer camps, etc.)

d. Increase the Property Title Transfer tax by 1/2%.

2. Significantly lower telephone rates and electric rates
of private utilities in Vermont by implementing the following 
steps:

a. Lower the allowed rate of profit for the cost
of equity of these utilities to the FERC recommended 
level of 12.9%. (For example, the current NET rate 
of profit is 14.75% and the CVPS rate is 16% which 
is the third highest allowed in the nation under 
rate orders over the last sixteen months.);

b. Require that the utilities pass through to customers 
the reduction in the federal corporate tax rate from 
50% to 34% effective January 1, 1987; and

c. Require these utilities to refinance their dekt 
to equity ratio to a maximum 30% equity and 70% debt.
(For example, both NET and CVPS have more than 50% 
equity for capitalization, on the average the cost
of equity is between 27C and 30C on a dollar compared 
to an average of 9C to 10C on the dollar for debt 
financing of capitalization.)

3. Insure that every Vermonter has access to decent and affordable 
health care. This would be accomplished by substantially 
expanding the Medicaid program, revamping and strengthening
the Certificate of Need process, the rate setting process 
and the regulating of health insurance in Vermont. A long 
term goal in this context would be the development of a state 
health system similar to the Quebec system.

A fourth priority which I consider to be extremely important 
would be to raise the minimum wage immediately to $4.00 an
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hour and to further increase the minimum wage to $4.40 over 
the next two years to restore the lost purchasing power of 
the minimum wage over the last five and ten years respectively.

Question 3

Clearly, the Governor must provide strong leadership in setting 
a legislative agenda and must be able to work cooperatively 
to see that agenda enacted. I am confident that as Governor,
I will be able to work effectively with the Legislature to
see these priorities adopted. My confidence in this regard
is based on the success we had in Montpelier this last session
in enacting the most significant property tax reform legislation
in the history of Vermont. I believe that the Legislature
can and would implement these priorities with the strong leadership
of the Governor because these priorities address the basic
needs and concerns of their constituents. I believe that
our success with the Burlington Board of Aldermen in recent
years also indicates my ability to work with a legislative
body controlled by Democrats and Republicans.

Question 4

I seriously believe the Governor's greatest strength is a 
public relations program that is probably the most effective 
in modern Vermont history. Never before has there been a 
more media-conscious Governor, and never before has there 
been a larger gap between reality and illusion. Conversely, 
her greatest weakness is the lack of substance behind the 
media illusion.

Let us look briefly at the record. The Governor claims credit 
for retiring a record deficit. What really happened? The 
deficit was actually retired due to the plan prepared and 
adopted under the Snelling Administration and through a growth 
in revenues due to the strong economy over the last eighteen 
months.

She claimed she helped farmers. In fact, however, the Agriculture 
Department is in a shambles and the legislation to expand 
eligibility for the land use program was passed by the Legislature 
despite her original opposition. Today, she claims credit 
for the legislation.

In the area of property tax relief, the property tax rebate 
program was expanded from a $5 million to a $7 million program 
while property taxes rose over $50 million during her administration.

In the area of human services we see a Department of Mental 
Health in disarray and a Right to Treatment lawsuit reflecting 
the abysmal condition of human service programs in general.
The much heralded project Reach Up is, in fact, a rehash 

of the WIN (Work Incentive Program) and provides all of $25,000 
funding for this fiscal year which is, coincidentally, the 
same amount of the promotional budget.

Similarly, in the area of environmental protection, despite 
the much publicized Water Quality legislation, the Kunin
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Administration record on solid waste disposal and waste water 
treatment is a record of publicity and pronouncements and 
little achievement.

•
Question 6

A. Appointments - I applaud the Governor's commitment to 
appointing women. I have made a similar commitment to appointing 
women to office. Beyond the issue of gender, I am not impressed 
with the Governor's appointments and feel that the quality
of the appointments in the Sanders Administration compares 
very favorably to the quality of appointments in the Kunin 
Administration.

B. Effectiveness Working With The Legislature - The fact
that the last two sessions of the Legislature were substantially 
dominated by the relatively less significant issues of the 
pay of construction workers on the Rousses Point bridge and 
the raising of the drinking age indicates to me a lack of 
leadership by the Governor in working with the Legislature.
In fact, last spring when we lobbied successfully for Burlington's 

charter changes, I encountered a great deal of hostility and 
anger toward the Governor on the part of many legislators 
due to her lack of leadership, her inconsistency in support 
of legislation she proposed, and her habit of claiming credit 
for legislation after its passage despite her lack of support 
and even, in some instances, opposition to such legislation 
prior to its passage.

■C . Business and Development Issues - I believe that the City 
of Burlington's record in the area of economic development 
is significantly better than the Kunin Administration's record.

D. Environmental Issues - As stated above, I believe this 
is an area where the Governor has accomplished a great deal
in terms of media and not much substantively. It is not enough 
to simply pass legislation, Vermont needs real solutions, 
and especially funding, to deal with the issues of solid waste 
and waste water treatment.

E. I give the Governor credit for expanding kindergartens, 
early education and state aid to education. However, the 
basic underlying issue of the funding of education requires 
breaking our dependency on the property tax and substantially 
increasing state aid to education on the basis of a fair and 
equitable formula.

F. Women's Issues - I give credit to the Governor for implementing 
the State's pay equity program. Again, however, I feel my
record in Burlington demonstrates greater accomplishment in 
addressing the real problems and issues facing women and their
children in Vermont.

G . Serving the Needs of Low and Moderate Income Constituents 

In my opinion this is the area in which the Governor has failed
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most miserably. In terms of the issues of property taxes, 
electric and telephone rates, the minimum wage, housing, health 
care and human services, the record is unacceptable.

Question 7

The aspect in which the Governor and I most significantly 
disagree is reflected in terms of my priorities under Question 
2 above. I do not believe the Governor has substantively 
addressed these priorities. Beyond the issue of these priorities,
I feel the most significant aspect in which I differ from
the Governor would be in the area of administration and implementation.
I am proud of the substantive record of my administration
in Burlington and believe that it compares very favorably
to that of the Governor's.

Question 8

I strongly support the Equal Rights Amendment and am a member 
of "Men for the ERA". However, I believe that the passage 
of the ERA will only signify the beginning of the struggle 
to achieve economic equality and social justice for women.
We must do far more. Poverty is essentially a women's issue.
Single parent families headed by women represent an overwhelmingly 
disproportionate percentage of low income people. True equality 
for women requires that we address this issue.

Question 9

I believe and have long advocated that the Vermont tax system 
should be decoupled from the federal system in two respects.
First, Vermont must set its own tax policies and not allow 
through coupling, tax policy to be determined in Washington.
Second, I do not support the direct flat rate of federal 

taxes which is currently employed by the state. Under my 
Tax Reform and Tax Relief program, I have proposed that Vermont's 
tax system be made steeply progressive by increasing the percentage 
of federal taxes as income increases. I would maintain the 
coupling of Vermont and federal taxes only to the extent that 
Vermont's tax form should be simple and easy to complete and 
administer by linking it to the federal tax form.

Question 10

Yes, I believe we must break our dependency on the property 
tax as the principal means for funding local services and 
education. I do not support the concept of a state-wide property 
tax for two reasons. First, it is a property tax. The solution 
to the property tax crisis in this State is not more or different 
property taxes, but rather, less property taxes. Second, 
if there is a virtue to the property tax it is the fact that 
it is locally controlled. Inevitably, a state-wide tax takes 
control from communities and voters and vests it in Montpelier.
I would very reluctantly support a state-wide property tax 
proposal if it emerged as the only viable way to address the 
crisis in property taxes, funding of education and local services.
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Question -11

No, I do not believe that the various departments of the Human 
Services Agency are adequately funded. Under my Tax Reform 
and Tax Relief program, I have proposed an immediate 10% increase 
in funding. I am also concerned that the Kunin Administration 
has increased personnel and funding for administration, but 
not direct services. Please refer to the attached papers 
regarding a variety of proposals I have made in the area of 
human services.

Question 12

No, I do not support mandatory sentencing guidelines or terms. 
I believe our prisons should not be overcrowded and conditions 
should be decent and humane. However, I believe we need to 
shift our emphasis and priority from responses to intervention 
and prevention.

Question 13

Clearly the Department of Agriculture needs to be overhauled 
and the programs and functions of the Department significantly 
improved. I feel that one of the greatest shortcomings of 
the Kunin Administration has been the deterioration in the 
quality and activity of the programs of this Department in 
the last two years. Please refer to my attached position 
paper regarding farm policy for my positions generally on 
the issue of agriculture in Vermont.

Question 14

The most significant aspect of the problem of education funding 
in Vermont is indicated by several statistics. The State 
of Vermont is second in the nation in our reliance on the 
property tax as the source for local tax revenues. Currently, 
the property tax constitutes 99.1% of all local tax revenues 
in Vermont. The second significant statistic is that the 
fact that Vermont ranks 45th in the nation in state aid to 
education. Currently state aid represents 35% of education 
expenditures in Vermont compared to the national average of 
over 50%. These statistics clearly indicate the nature of 
the problem of education funding in Vermont. We rely too 
heavily on a regressive and unfair form of taxation, the property 
tax, and we fall significantly short in state aid to education.

Under my Tax Reform and Tax Relief program, I have proposed 
to address this problem through an immediate 20% increase 
in State Aid to Education and a 20% reduction in homeowners 
property taxes. I have proposed that the per pupil level 
of aid in floor towns should be raised to $500 per student 
to insure a minimum level of state support for each child's 
education. I have also called for reform of the disastrous 
Morse-Guilliani formula for state aid and believe that the 
distribution formula should be based on the per capita income 
in cities and towns in Vermont rather than the Grand List
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which is an inappropriate measure of the ability of a community 
to finance education. (This is clearly reflected by the fact 
that over 1/2 of the cities and towns in the Northeast Kingdom 
and Addison County are considered floor towns based on their 
Grand List wealth.)

Question 15

Unfortunately, much of the acid rain problem in Vermont is 
a reflection of emissions from other states. Addressing this 
problem will clearly require national legislation. As Governor,
I will work aggressively to promote such legislation. In 
terms of Vermont, clearly we need to address this issue in 
terms of emissions from within Vermont. This is one of many 
reasons why I oppose the construction of the Vicon trash burning 
plant in Rutland and vetoed the construction of the trash 
plant proposed for Burlington.

Question 16

There are really two dimensions to this problem. The first 
is how do we clean up existing toxic dump sites. (I am proud 
of Burlington's record with regard to our landfill. Despite 
the claims by Governor Kunin, the City had executed all contracts 
and was in the process of installing a leachate control system 
for the Burlington Landfill prior to the State's lawsuit.)
I believe we must provide funding in Vermont to clean up our 
toxic waste sites. We can accomplish this through bonding 
and legislation similar to the national legislation which 
requires that the creators and users of toxic sites share 
in the costs of the clean up.

The second, but equally important, aspect of this question 
is how do we avoid _such problems for the future. I am very 
disturbed by the record of the Kunin Administration over the 
last few years in licensing a variety of unsanitary landfills 
throughout the State. I strongly believe that all future 
landfills must be sanitary to prevent toxic wastes and leachate 
from migrating into the water supply. Clearly we cannot simply 
eliminate toxic waste and thus we must develop sanitary sites 
for their disposal. As Governor, I would adopt the proposal 
recently generated by Burlington's Department of Public Works 
for a state-wide solution to solid waste disposal based on 
a state sponsored system of regional sanitary landfills and 
recycling to substantially reduce the waste stream.

Question 17 I

I believe that my views with respect to President Reagan's 
domestic and international policies are well known. I believe 
they have been disastrous on both a domestic and international 
scale. The two most salient features of Reagan's domestic 
policies havebeer. the dismantling of the federal Domestic 
Assistance Programs which provided funding to state and local 
government to meet domestic needs. The second major aspect 
of Reagan's domestic policies has been a consistent policy
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Women and Paid Work

* Women's Economic Opportunity Program - established this 
project to place women in non-traditional skilled trades 
employment through resource and referral services, training 
programs and support groups;

* Project Self-Sufficiency - initiated this HUD national 
demonstration project to help low income, single parent 
families by providing support services including job training 
and placement, education, personal and career counseling, 
childcare and housing assistance;

* Women in the Construction Trades Ordinance - requires that 
at least 10% of a contractor's work force must be women
in order to qualify for City contracts;

* Reclassification Compensation Study - to reclassify city 
positions and eliminate de facto pay discrimination against 
women;

* Recruitment Program - to attract women to serve as officers 
in the Burlington Police Department (1981-0, 1986—7);

* Appointments - appointed women to over 50% of the positions 
which are direct appointments of the Mayor (14 in all,
1981-0, 1986-8);

Women and Housing * 9

* Housing Discrimination Ordinance - to prohibit discrimination 
in rental housing against women, women with children, and
on the basis of sexual preference in the City of Burlington;

* Housing Initiatives - established the Burlington Community 
Land Trust which enables families to purchase homes at 
affordable prices and begins to address the housing speculation 
problem in Burlington; piloted the Affordable Housing Demonstration 
project with an area developer to build the most cost-effective 
housing through innovations in construction practices as
well as local codes and procedures. This will result in 
46 affordable townhouses in Burlington's New North End; 
assisted in the development of Howe Meadows which will 
provide 38 additional affordable homes and has provided
9 sites to the Land Trust and one each to the Burlington 
Youth Employment Program and the Burlington Voc Ed Program 
and Habitat for Humanity; assisted in the development of 
South Meadows which will provide 160 units of family housing, 
one-quarter of them subsidized for 20 years and will offer 
many of the benefits of home ownership through its cooperative 
component; established the Home Improvement Program which
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of providing greater benefits from the wealthy and reducing 
benefits for the disadvantaged. The most obvious manifestation 
of this policy is in the area of tax reform and reduced funding 
for human services.

•

With regard to Reagan's international policies, the two most 
salient features have been 1) the escalation of the arms.race 
and military spending at the direct expense of domestic programs 
and 2) a disturbing escalation of the military activity and 
role of the United States and heightening of international 
tensions and prospects for war. These international policies 
have obviously had an adverse impact on Vermont and the country 
as a whole. The diversion of funds from domestic programs 
to finance Reagan's militarism and the escalation of the arms 
race has resulted in serious cutbacks and underfunding in 
services in all aspects of domestic programs.

Question 18

As I have stated many times, I believe the Governor can, should
and must play an active role in influencing national and international
policies. I feel proud of our record in Burlington in this
regard. Under my term as Mayor, I believe we have increased
the awareness and concerns of the people of Burlington with
regard to both national and international policies and their
impact on the quality of life in Burlington.

The second aspect of this leadership role is the beneficial 
effect of governmental leaders providing a forum and focus 
for opposition to these policies. By speaking out on these 
issues, and thereby providing a forum and raising awareness,
I believe it is possible to mobilize political support to 
influence and change these policies. Clearly, if we are to 
maintain our quality of life, if we are to end the absurd 
arms race, if we are to avoid'a nuclear armageddon, political 
leaders, at all levels of government, must speak out and mobilize 
opposition to these policies. As Governor I would continue 
the efforts I have begun as Mayor to oppose and change these 
policies.
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has renovated approximately 300 homes sirtce its inception; 
and established the Affordable Housing Task Force which 
has examined a range of problems and solutions in the provision 
of affordable housing.

Childcare

* Burlington Children's Space - constructed and established
a quality, affordable childcare center which offers part-time 
care, infant care and care for children with special needs, 
all on a sliding fee scale;

* After-School Programs - initiated school-age childcare/enrichment 
programs at two City elementary schools (hope to expand
next year) and established recreational after-school activities 
programs throughout Burlington;

* Funding - for a variety of other programs to address the 
issue of childcare including the Children's Program at
Women Helping Battered Women, the Parent Aide/Family Education 
Project at the VNA, and scholarship funds for low income 
parents;

Women and Health

* Health Clinics - free health clinics for women and children 
through the Burlington Women1s Council;

* Labor/Management Health Care Committee - revised the City's 
health care package following the dramatic increase in
the cost of health insurance to further refine the use 
of the Employee Benefit Plan without shifting costs to 
the employee.

Mental Health

* Funding - For a variety of programs that address mental 
health issues including the COTS streetworker program, 
the Howard Mental Health caseworker, and

* As Mayor I have not had the opportunity to be that involved 
in the mental health system of the State. However, I do 
have a position paper that I have written on mental health 
issues which I would be happy to share with you.

Violence Against Women

* Women Helping Battered Women - provided start-up funding 
for the purchase of a building to be used as a shelter 
for battered women and their children;

* Rape Crisis Center - provides funding each year as requested;
* Burlington Women's Council - provided self defense training 

for women, seniors and handicapped persons and initiated 
Project Whistlestop to deter crimes against women;

* Burlington Police Department - re-escablished the Rape 
Investigation Unit in the Burlington Police Department;

* Legislation - proposed and lobbied for legislation to allow
for videotaped examinations, expansion of evidentiary privilege,
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upgrading of lewd and lascivious conduct to sexual assault 
of a minor, extension of the statute of limitations to 
six years, the establishment of rape crisis investigation 
units in major police departments around the state, and 
an extension of the rape shield law to the deposition process;

Women and Education

* The Women's Economic Opportunity Program - as mentioned
above, places women in non-traditional skilled trades employment 
through resource and referral services, training programs 
and support groups,-

* Project Self-Sufficiency - again, provides support services 
including job training and placement, education, and personal 
and career counseling;

In my role as Mayor, I have not been able to take an active 
part in shaping the educational system in Vermont. Since 
you ask for past initiatives I won't go into here what my 
recommendations would be in this area. However, I have included 
a list of some of the priorities of my administration and 
I'd appreciate your reviewing that.

Older Women

* Operation Snowshovel - matches volunteers of all ages with 
their elderly or handicapped neighbors to provide a snowshoveling 
service in Burlington;

* Burlington Dialogue - through a one year grant matched 
volunteers with senior citizens to provide daily telephone 
contact, to reduce their sense of isolation, and to provide 
information and referral in the event problems occur;

Lesbian Rights

* Lesbian and Gay Rights Day - passed a resolution at the
Board of Aldermen level proclaiming this day and supporting 
the civil rights of all people regardless of sexual orientation 
and condemning discrimination on the basis of sexual preference;

Equal Rights Amendment

*  Strong support - as evidenced by every major piece of literature 
in my campaign.

The Equal Rights Amendment is a conservative statement and 
its passage will only signify the beginning of a struggle 
to achieve equality and economic justice.

Military Soendina

Outspoken opposition - against the insane national priorities 
which allow billions of dollars to be spent on weaponry 
while many of our oldest and youngest citizens are going
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hungry, are poor, are without shelter and our young people 
are unable to afford higher education. The misplaced priorities 
of the Reagan administration has resulted in an unacceptable 
deterioration and,reduction in the quality, extent and 
scope of human services at a time when many families and 
children are experiencing greater needs for such services.
I believe the fundamental problem underlying most of these 
issues is the need for immediate and radical tax reform.
We must, through a progressive tax structure based on ability 
to pay, substantially improve the funding and delivery 
of human services in Vermont.


